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3207 December 29, 1922. 

ABSTRACTS FROM REPORTS ON RURAL SANITATION. 

From time to time interesting information is contained in the 
progress reports of the cooperative work which is being done by the 
Public Health Service conjointly with State and county public 
health authorities in rural sanitation. 

Eecently a clinic was staged in a county where there was not a 
single specialist on diseases of the eye, ear, nose, or throat. A spe- 
cialist was secured from a neighboring city. The physicians of the 
county joined in the work, 12 of them spending the whole day assist- 
ing in caring for the cases at the clinic. Within a few days after the 
clinic was held 20 persons with adenoids or diseased tonsils filed 
applications for operation whenever another clinic might be held. 

The dentists of this county have engaged to make dental corrections 
needed by school children for the coming year, and where parents of the 
children are unable to pay the work will be done without cost to them. 

In another county in which rural demonstrations were being made 
it was found that 73 children were excluded from the schools during 
the month because of contagious diseases, such as impetigo contagiosa, 
scabies, pediculi, and catarrhal conjunctivitis. All were sent home, 
obtained treatment, and returned to school after recovery. 

After a raid by the authorities at one place, nine women were 
brought to the health officer for examination. Four of them were 
found to be suffering from gonorrhea, and two from syphilis. They 
were treated at the venereal disease clinic of the county health de- 
partment. 

At the baby-welfare conference conducted by one of the county 
health departments a child 4 months old was brought to the clinic 
weighing 5 pounds 12 ounces. It had been nourished on canned 
milk, which was found to be too rich in sugars. A modified pas- 
teurized cow's milk was substituted, and this was later changed to a 
buttermilk mixture. One month after this change in diet, the baby 
weighed 7 pounds 8 ounces. It was apparently healthy. Physi- 
cians who saw this case believe that the child would have eventually 
died had not its diet been changed. 

Systematic examination of school children in a rural school showed 
31 of 76 children, more than 10 per cent under normal weight. 

One county reported that only 2 out of 56 rural schools were 
provided with equipment for sanitary disposal of human excreta. 
Shortly after the beginning of the demonstration 16 schools were 
reported to have sanitary toilets, and the work is still in progress. 

At a large institution in this county plans had been drawn for 
the installation of a septic tank. The matter was brought to the atten- 
tion of the sanitary officer, who found that according to the plans 
storm water from the roof of a large building was to be run through 
the septic tank. This he knew to be unnecessary and it would result 
in a large unnecessary cost. He discussed the matter with the authori- 
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ties of the institution. The plans were changed, and thereby the 
institution was saved more money than the salary and travel expenses 
of the sanitary officer amount to in a whole year. 

Another clinic reports 60 children operated upon for diseased 
tonsils and adenoids, no specialist being available, one being brought 
to the clinic especially for this work. At the same time 24 children 
were examined for pulmonary tuberculosis, 17 of whom were found 
positive and placed under treatment. Two hundred children were 
examined for glasses and orders taken where needed. 

In one county it has been stated that arrangements have been 
made between the county school superintendent and the county 
health officer whereby no school would be recommended for State aid 
unless the school has been provided with sanitary privies. 



FATAL ATTACK OF SMALLPOX IN UNVACCINATED 
PRACTITIONER. 

Dr. Daniel J. Williams, county health officer, Biloxi, Miss., reports 
December 1 as follows: 

" We hare had nine cases of chicken pox reported. Chicken pox 
makes us think of smallpox, so I went to investigate and located a 
genuine case, confluent in type, resulting fatally, The victim, 
Doctor Fetters, a chiropractor, of Biloxi, recently from Denver, 
Colo., had never been vaccinated. Biloxi has had a number of mild 
cases of smallpox during the past few years, and some citizens are 
not being vaccinated as they should. A few cases like the one 
mentioned above would help to persuade them of the effectiveness 
and necessitv of vaccination." 



MORTALITY FROM DIABETES: 1921. 

The Department of Commerce, through the Bureau of the Census, 
announces that about 15,000 deaths in 1921 from diabetes mellitus 
were recorded in the registration area, which comprises 82 per cent 
of the population of the United States. Within this area the death 
rate from diabetes per 100,000 population was 16. S in 1921 as com- 
pared with 16.1 in 1920. 

To permit better interstate comparisons in 1921, the table gives 
adjusted rates, which makes allowances for differences in the sex 
and age distribution of the population in the various States. In 
the 34 States of the registration area, the highest adjusted rate (21.8) 
appears for New York and the lowest (6.4) for Tennessee. 

For the States with considerable colored populations adjusted 
rates have been calculated separately for the white and colored 
populations. In this group of 11 States, the highest adjusted death 
rate from diabetes for the white population is 21.8 per 100,000 
population for New York, and the highest adjusted rate for the 



